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    Message from the Principal

   Term 1  Issue 2

2019
Dates to Remember

February
25th-27th    Yr 7 Camp
26th  Yr 8 Spirituality Day

March
5th Open Night 6pm-8.30pm
6th Ash Wednesday
7th College Cross Country
13th Yr 7 Parents Meet & Greet

5.30pm-7pm 
19th Yr 9 Spirituality Day
22nd Harmony Cup Day
25th - 29th   School Dentist Mobile 

        Dental Clinic

April
1st Yr 7 Vaccination 1- All students

dopa & 1st dose HPV
Yr 8 2nd dose HPV catchup

8th Yr 7-11 Photo Day
10th-12th  Yr 12 Retreat
12th End of Term 1

April
29th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free Day
30th Students return for Term 2

‘Transforming Learning: from Curiosity to Clarity’

HSC High Achievers Assembly 14th February 2019

The College welcomed back the 2018 HSC high achievers last Thursday 
with students attaining a Band 6 in a course; First place in a course and 
achieving an ATAR above 90 recognised for their fine efforts and 
dedicated hard work.

It was a great privilege and pleasure to name Harrison Zussa as the 
College Dux for 2018 scoring an ATAR of 94.75.  Harrison spoke to the 
student body at this assembly around how he achieved this result and 
effectively he indicated it was down to a strong work ethic; self-regulation 
and motivation and forming strong bonds with his peers and teachers 
around learning methods. 

Harrison will now study a Bachelor of Law course at the University of 
Technology Sydney. Congratulations Harrison and best	wishes	on	your	
next	journey.	
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College Leadership Teams

Executive
Principal                         Mr Nastasi

Principal’s Personal Assistant 
                                          Mrs Schembri
Assistant Principal               Ms Bowd   

Director of Learning & Mission 
                          Ms Waring

               

Director of Learning & Wellbeing
                  Mr Roberts

Director of Curriculum   
             Administration        Mrs Else
 
Business Manager           Mr Anchique

 Leaders of Wellbeing
Year 7                          Miss Borg
Year 8                                Mr Ashdown
Year 9                       Mr Levy
Year 10               Miss Gaudiosi
Year 11                  Mr Murphy
Year 12                      Mrs Luke

Leaders of Learning
REC                              Ms Waring                          
Diverse Learning                Mrs Vogels   
English                               Ms Schinella             
Mathematics                  Mrs Mowbray
PDHPE                                   Mr Brunt   
HSIE                                    Mrs Curran
TAS                                      Mr Chhabra
Creative Arts   (Acting)      Miss Ashton

    and Mr Connolly
Science                                      Ms Dodds

Learning Technology Co-ordinator
 Ms McQueen

Leader of Sport           Ms Hely

Language                          Mrs Else  
Library                                     Mrs  Ellery
VET Co-ordinator                 Mrs Pereira
Careers Advisor                  Mrs Scarfone 
College Counsellor               Ms Comito   

     and Ms Docanto

Congratulations to Lachlan Sepping of 
Year 12 who was awarded a NSW 
Combined Catholic College Blues award in 
Wollongong last week for outstanding 
contribution to the sport of football both at 
a school level and due to his selection in 
the Australian Joey’s team.

Well Done to several students

Also well done to Lachlan Ash also of Year 12 
who competed in Canberra at their recent 
Athletics Championships winning the 400 metre 
sprint in a time of 51:21 seconds to become the 
ACT Open Champion.

Student Attendance and effective learning

Research around Student Attendance Levels clearly indicates that days off 
school equate to days of lost learning which can often not be retrieved. 

In 2018 the average attendance across Year 7-12 was 75% (a 5% 
improvement though on 2017) effectively meaning that close to one third of 
learning time on average was being lost, thus impacting on student learning 
outcome attainment.  

I have asked the staff and would urge all our community to work hard this 
year with our young people insisting that they be at school and on time 
every day. 

WHAT CAN YOU AS A PARENT/CARER DO:

1. BE FIRM AND SAY NO TO STUDENT REQUESTS FOR ‘REST 
DAYS’

2. KNOW THEIR WHEREABOUTS EVERYDAY PARTICULARLY IF 
YOU LEAVE BEFORE THEM OF A MORNING

3. HELP TO ENSURE GOOD SLEEP HABITS ARE DEVELOPED
4. SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS, HOLIDAYS AND NON-

ESSENTIAL EVENTS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TIME-THIS 
INCLUDES SPORT TIME ON A THURSDAY AND CARNIVALS 
AND COMMUNITY DAYS

5. IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO IMPROVE ATTENDANCE RATES-
THE SCHOOL IS HERE TO HELP, JUST ASK US



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours

Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, St Marys

Ph: 9623 2500

“ECC focus in 2019: Attendance; Transforming Learning; Positive 
Behaviour Focus; Respect; Growth; Wellbeing” 

Robert	Nastasi 
Principal	
BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	(Theolst)	

The	new	upper	HSIE	refurbishment	taking	shape	highlighting	the	outdoor	
covered	learning	area 

Some	of	the	action	from	our	32nd	swimming	carnival	
last	week	-	an	awesome	day	with	4	new	records	set 

The Aussie BBQ and certificate presentation to our 22 
Chinese students and their buddies last week



Religious Education

Ms Waring, Director of Mission and Learning

What a fantastic start to 2019 we have had in Religious Education across the College!   So far, we have celebrated the 
Year 7 Induction Liturgy and the Opening College Mass.  

Our Emmaus Village Group is up and running with our first visit to the retirement village on site at the back of our 
school.  This is such a fantastic community program that builds inter-generational relationships.  The program runs 
on Wednesday afternoons from 3pm to 4pm.  We have had a number of new students join this year who are looking 
forward to having conversations with the elderly residents, doing some craft with them and learning about times 
gone by.  

Next week, our Year 8 students will spend the day at the beautiful Edmund Rice Retreat Centre, ‘Winbourne,’ in 
Mulgoa.  It will be a Spirituality Day that will focus on putting compassion into action and developing a sense of 
respect for those around them, the needy and in particular their family, friendships and school communities.  Year 8 
will also begin priest lessons in Week 5.  This is an excellent learning opportunity for students to engage in 
conversations about Lent and Easter with one of the priests from our local parish of Holy Spirit, St Clair.  Students 
will be able to ask questions of the experts and likewise our wonderful priests will be able to address the needs of our 
community in a very real way.  

Year 10 are currently unpacking our RE action goal around Respect within the unit Reverence for Life.  This is 
another key learning opportunity for our students to learn deeply about the Catholic value of respect for all human 
life and what makes life sacred.  In a world where suffering and evil can mar its beauty, there is no greater need for 
our youth to understand that all life is important and worthy of respect, and to live it within the classroom, 
playground, at home and within the wider community.  

On that note, an excellent way to live the pillar of Respect is to become involved in liturgy at school.  We are 
currently in the process of getting a Liturgy Committee up and running.   We have had nine student leaders 
volunteer to be involved in this committee and will be seeking students from across Years 7 to 12 to be involved.  The 
vision for this committee is to lead liturgy and social justice initiatives across the College.  There will be a diverse 
number of ways to be involved within this group, for example, organising readers and processions within a Mass, 
discussing creative ways to celebrate liturgies across the Catholic calendar year and read or be involved directly in 
Mass.  It is an opportunity to learn skills of organisation and be responsible for events within the College.   I can’t 
wait to see what this group will do!



Innovation

Feeling Connected
As the school year is now well underway, you may be wondering how to feel connected with the teaching and 
learning within the College. An easy way to do this is by staying updated with some of the online learning platforms 
being used in the school.  Google Classroom is a popular choice across KLAs. This platform allows for teachers to 
post material for lessons and also set activities for their students to complete. You can see when activities were posted 
and is an easy way to see if your child is up to date with their classwork.

Weebly allows teachers to create websites that allow them to post content for their class. You will be able to see some 
of the material being covered during lessons or instructions for activities to be completed in class or at home.

Atomi is now being implemented in some Year 12 subjects. This is a great resource for students to access videos, 
reading materials and quizzes to assist in learning and revising content for their HSC. Please encourage your child to 
use this tool regularly for their own revision.

We also have regular updates on our Emmaus Facebook and Twitter pages. By following these social media sites, you 
will be able to see the exciting things that are happening at the College on a daily basis.  

Ms McQueen,  Learning Technology Co-ordinator



HSIE Department

Year 10 Geography Excursion
Year 10 students have commenced work on the unit: Environmental Change and Management, focussing on how 
environments function and the processes/interactions within a range of environments. Our investigative study this 
term will be Coastal Environments. 

On Friday March 15th, all students in Year 10, along with HSIE teachers, will be attending a Geography fieldwork 
excursion at Collaroy and Long Reef Beaches. All students in Year 10 have received an excursion notification, with a 
permission slip that needs to be returned to their Geography teacher.  Students are required to wear sports uniform 
and bring their recess & lunch on the day.

This fieldwork investigation will focus on coastal processes (eg wave action), the causes and consequences of 
environmental change (eg storm surge) and coastal management strategies to achieve sustainability. Activities carried 
out during this excursion form part of the Year 10 Geography Assessment task for Term 1, due in Week 9 of this term.

Mock Trial Competition
Emmaus has a proud tradition of competing in the Law Society of NSW Mock Trial competition. This competition is 
open to students in Years 10 & 11. The competition aims to introduce students to the judicial process and provide 
practical experience in the running of a court case. Students learn debating and problem solving skills. The ability to 
think on your feet is a must!

We have recently created our team for 2019. We are eagerly awaiting the release of the 1st round, which will take 
place during March. 

Mrs Nevin, HSIE Department

There has been a lot happening in Science already this term.

Year 7 have been developing their understanding of scientific equipment and putting it to use in a variety of 
scientific investigations. 

Year 8 are refining their ability to design and implement an effective scientific investigation with a strong focus 
on dependent, independent and controlled variables.

Year 9 are working on electrical circuits this term and will start wiring up a floor plan for a house in the coming 
weeks. This requires them to put their knowledge of series and parallel circuits into a real-life application.

Year 10 have been exploring the complexities of the periodic table and will endeavour to carry this knowledge 
into a deeper understanding of everyday chemical reactions.

Year 11 Biology students are utilising the new Google Sites resource as well as Atomi to explore the structure and 
function of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells.

Year 12 have hit the ground running this year and are preparing for their upcoming assessments as they reach the 
half way point of their studies.

We look forward to seeing the talents of all students on display this term.

Mr Ashdown Science Department



Creative and Performing Arts

Our Music students are back in full swing this year. 

Year 9 girls started off the music this year by leading the school in our first Mass which happened in Week 2. 
A special thanks to our Year 12 musicians who also accompanied the singers and rest of the school.  Year 12 students 
are getting ready now to pass on the baton to the next students to focus on their upcoming exams, the school  is very 
thankful for the hard work they have shown over their years here at the College.

Junior Rock Band - Mr Ferreri has been busy putting together our new Junior school initiative, 'Junior Rock Band' 
which is an exciting new program that is aimed at finding hidden talent amongst our younger students. There have 
been a large amount of Expression of Interest Forms received and auditions will be commencing in the coming 
weeks. The students who are joining this program should be excited and prepared for upcoming performances 
happening within the school.

Year 12 students are officially piecing together their HSC repertoire as they are preparing their core performance for 
Week 8. This performance is a compulsory performance that all Music students studying the Music 1 Course are 
expected to do. The Core performance is based on the topic ‘Music for the 20th and 21st Century’.  For performance 
based students this is just another performance they can add to their list, however for our students who have a more 
compositional or musicological background this is quite a big feat for them, their hard work is being recognised and 
these students should be proud of what they've achieved.

Year 11 students have commenced their Music 1 studies jumping straight into a composition assessment.  Looking at 
past works the students are becoming aware of the expectations of senior study and have already been working hard 
at recording their ideas and getting them into notation based programs.

The Thursday Music Sport program has had three sessions this term. The students involved have been showing a 
real interest in Music and have been excited to learn either an instrument for the first time or continue on with 
previous studies. 

Music Tuition - students across all years with an interest in Music are reminded about our Music Tuition program 
that takes place within the College on Mondays and Tuesdays. We have specialist teachers assisting students with 
Guitar, Vocals, Piano and Drums across all levels of ability. If any students are interested in this program, please see 
any CAPA teacher to receive a submission form.

Over the years here at Emmaus, Music has played a vital role in the College.  From assembly performances to Mass, 
performing for our local residents and primary school neighbours, our music students display a strong connection 
between their passion for music and an eagerness to learn. 

2019 will see students pushing to excel in their talents and some making their mark for the first time. Stay tuned for 
more to come!

Mr Connolly, Acting CAPA Leader of Learning



A Family business committed to caring for your family  
in your time of need. 

A part of the Penrith community – “locals caring for local people” 
Call John or Vicki Musumeci  at anytime, 24 hours 

Phone: 1300 906 060 or 0408 116 747 
329 Wentworth Road, Orchard Hills 

Quality Care and Compassion with No Comprise

From the Diocese  
 The Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta has 
established a Child Protection Information Line in 
response to the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse.  The dedicated 
Information Line will provide information about 
how schools are handling child protection matters 
and will be able to respond to individual enquiries 
and assist people who have concerns or help them 
take allegations to the police.  It can also put 
people in touch with appropriate support services 
if needed.    The Child Protection Information Line 
is 1300 661 015 (cost of a local call within 
Australia).  The line is available outside of school 
hours and connects directly to a Catholic 
Education Office staff member.  

From the Office

From the Community

SCHOOL FEES
Please note that the school fees will be posted out 
shortly from our Head Office (CEDP) and 
instalment One is due by March 20th, 2019.  

If you have not paid the full balance by the due date 
or taken up the Flexible Payment Plan offer you will 
need to contact the College Accounts Department 
for discussion.  

Please refer to the College Website for a breakdown 
of the 2019 fees.

Road Safety Procedures and Expectations:
Students travelling to and from school in a private vehicle 
are to be dropped off and picked up in the drop off area 
outside the College gates and not in any part of the staff car 
park.  This applies all year round in wet or dry weather. 

No students are to be dropped off or picked up in the staff 
car park between 8.00am and 9.30am and 2.00pm and
3.30pm. This is for the safety of our students, parents and 
staff. 

Should a student be physically incapacitated or requires 
special need, application can be made to the Assistant
Principal or Principal for a drop off and pick up permit. 

Any Parent/Caregiver having business with the College 
(i.e. school fees, interview etc) during those hours are 
welcome to enter the staff car park and park his/her vehicle 
in a parking bay.  If no parking bays are available, parking is 
available in Bakers Lane outside the College gates. 

Parking on the kerbside of the staff car park is not
permitted. 

NO STUDENT IS TO CROSS BAKERS LANE TO BE 
PICKED UP ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROAD. 

‘REMINDER” 
SCHOOL DENTIST CONSENT FORM

The School Dentist' will be at Emmaus from Monday 
March 25th - Friday March 29th.   All the students are 
invited to use the service. Forms have been distributed to 
all the students.  Please return them to Homeroom 
Teachers by Monday March 4th.


